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. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

CAPA NoVA, a 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization, s " 5
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incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia, is dedicated to i.é 9(3& fi » &}f”i Q},’. 'La

uniting, empowering, and advancing Chinese Americans and ‘Q'fb Jg .}l»- 2 ﬁ, ﬁ_f‘ii é

the broader community. Our mission revolves around fostering % z 35490 = B i 2
community relationships, promoting education and continuous ! :,’L;? 7o v T A P:lt
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learning, and advocating for equal rights and opportunities %g'.&!- W%, /af .'2. jj; o
across all fronts.

. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Yuyan Zhou Vice President: Jay Song, Jun Wang
Executive Team/Treasurer: Mike Nie, Nina Huang, lan Zhang, Helen Lai

Public Relation: Tian Olson, Yan Han Advocacy Team: Alice Guo, Hanning Chen
Branding Team: Tracy Zhang, Tim Zhao Education Team: Xi Su, Julia Guo, Ya He

Community Team: Jennifer Xu, Lan Yue, Ke Wen  IT Team: Ping Ning, Haiyi Tu, Jing Bai

Member Support: Catherine Li, Jenny Han, Haley Huang

Cord Team Members: Long Chen, Selina Wu, Kevin Cao, Linda Cai, Xiaoyan Deng, Qiang Zhang, Stan
Niu, Julia Guo, Yanxiao Xie, Andy Wang, Kuan Zhang



| ' PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As CAPA NoVA completes its third year, | took a moment to reflect on our
remarkable journey, filled with gratitude. 2023 stands out as CAPA NoVA's
busiest year, marked by a threefold increase in free webinars, totaling 226
sessions as of November 18, 2023. We welcomed more than 200 grade school
students to engage in our book club, public speaking competitions, art
exhibitions, and participating in various community events. Our network of
community partners expanded, reinforcing our advocacy for Chinese American
interests. State-level recognitions underscored our societal contributions.

| am immensely proud of our achievements, made possible by our members’
trust, unwavering community support, generous business partners, and the amazing dedication of our
core team volunteers.

As we approach the festive season, | extend wishes for joy and happiness to each of you. Looking
ahead, let's commit to even stronger unity in the coming year. Together, we can navigate all
challenges as a cohesive force and continue to thrive. CAPA NoVA is truly blessed, and none of this
success would be possible without your support and trust.

’ Yuyan Zhou

: . CURRENT PROGRAMS

Education Program
Our education program has several components aiming to teach participants skills and build
knowledge that improve health, enhance personal growth, and foster a supportive environment for
our members.

“& Book Club: Meet monthly to discuss carefully selected literature supporting personal growth
% Financial Literacy: build skills and knowledge to manage financial resources effectively

' Public Speaking: weekly Speak to Lead meetings for adults, and Speaking with Impact for youth
% Mental Health & Family Relationship: learning sessions led by mental health professionals

% Special Speaker Series: learn from community and government leaders on important topics



Policy Advocacy

We actively involve community members and policymakers in championing academic-focused and
merit-based education policies, striving to illuminate the rich tapestry of Asian American history
within K-12 education curricula, dismantling biased education policies that disproportionately impact
Asian American students, advocating for fairness and equal opportunities in the learning landscape.
In our pursuit of educational equity, we leverage our collective voice to engage with policymakers,
fostering an environment conducive to positive change. Additionally, we are committed to increasing
Chinese Americans’ participation in public elections, as voters, volunteers, and candidates.

Community Building

Committed to the vision of fostering a collaborative and supportive community, CAPA-NoVA stands at
the forefront of building meaningful connections among Chinese Americans in Northern Virginia. Our
mission extends beyond the boundaries of cultural differences, as we actively work to bridge any gaps
between our community and the larger community, promoting mutual understanding and
appreciation. At the heart of our efforts are the dedicated volunteers who have generously
contributed thousands of hours to deliver impactful classes. These classes serve as a conduit for
knowledge exchange and skill development, contributing to the enrichment of individuals within our
community. CAPA-NoVA also actively engages in local community volunteering services. These
initiatives not only strengthen our ties within the community but also reflect our commitment to
being active contributors to the greater societal good.

i /FUTURE PROGRAMS

Community Support: We aim to offer complimentary assistance to our community members in
various crucial areas, including immigration filing, home and car purchases, accounting, nutrition,
fitness, therapy, alternative medicine, and more. This endeavor will be realized through strategic
collaborations with local small businesses, creating a network of support services that cater to the
diverse needs of our community.

Youth Education: We plan to establish a comprehensive program for K-12 students, rooted in classical
traditions and encompassing essential elements such as humanity, history, aesthetics, virtues, and
physical education. This holistic approach aims to serve as the foundation for education, fostering
character development and providing valuable guidance for life planning.

Youth Internship & Employment: We will kick start a high school shadowing program and provide
diverse internship opportunities across various industries. Additionally, we aim to facilitate career
introductions and support individuals in pursuing certification exams for professional growth.



' . STORIES OF THE YEAR

‘!’ T OnJune 29, 2023, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down affirmative
action in its landmark rulings on the lawsuits filed by Students for
Fair Admissions (SFFA) against Harvard University and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC), rejecting the use
of race as a factor in college admissions as a violation of the 14th
Amendment's Equal Protection Clause.

For decades, race-based affirmative action implemented at Harvard and other selective colleges
nationwide has caused tremendous harm to Asian Americans. Their admission criteria unfairly
discriminated against Asian American students with a "racial penalty" — holding Asian American
students to a selectively higher standard than other racial minority students. Now, the justices of the
U.S. Supreme Court have finally provided equal protection of the laws to our communities.

CAPA NoVA partnered with the Asian American Coalition for Education (AACE) and organized a rally in
front of the U.S. Supreme Court. AACE President Yukong Zhao delivered a passionate speech
welcoming this historic ruling. Members of CAPA NoVA’s core team and AACE leadership, joined by
hundreds of supporters to celebrate this long-overdue victory.

A Vote for A Change
M On October 6, 2023, CAPA NoVA hosted a debate for the

o — —— candidates seeking the Dranesville District seat on the Fairfax
Fe : County School Board: Republican-endorsed Paul Bartkowski and
Democrat-endorsed Robyn Lady. CAPA NoVA’s Alice Guo

moderated this debate at the McLean Community Center.

CAPA NoVA and its members have been relentlessly advocating for merit-based education policies,
unbiased treatment of Asian students, removal of political indoctrination from classrooms, and the
elimination of politically charged school policies in our public school systems. This year marks the
election for the Fairfax County School Board. Disappointed by the many harmful policies set by the
current board, CAPA NoVA decided to provide its members and the public an opportunity to better
understand the candidates’ positions so that they could make well-informed decisions at the poll.

Over 200 people attended this event. The candidates engaged in a lively discussion on issues our
community cares about. One of CAPA NoVA’s missions is to encourage more Chinese Americans to
vote in public elections so that our voices can be heard and our interests can be presented. We hope
this event helped more Chinese Americans realize the importance of voting.

Youth Book Club
In 2023, CAPA-NoVA's Youth Book Club organized over 10 engaging book discussion sessions, led by
dedicated student volunteers. They curated a diverse selection of thought-provoking books spanning
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various genres, presenting our community with literary gems such as the philosophical journey of
"Phaedo," the poignant narrative of "The Girl Who Smiled Beads," the inspiring tale of "Restart," and
the enchanting wizardry of the timeless "Harry Potter" series, among others.

Our Youth Book Club aspires to cultivate a love for reading, instill critical thinking skills, nurture
confident presentation abilities, and foster outspoken leadership qualities among the young minds in
our community. Through these captivating book discussions, we aim to unlock the intellectual
curiosity within each participant, encouraging them to explore different perspectives and broaden
their horizons. Through the pages of compelling books, we continue to sow the seeds of knowledge,
fostering a community of young readers who are not just consumers of literature but active
participants in shaping a brighter and more enlightened future.

A Heritage Saved - China Folk House

On October 28, 2028, CAPA NoVA led 40 parents and students to

volunteer at the China Folk House in Harpers Ferry, WV. The

| China Folk House was a farmhouse located in a rural village in
Yunnan Province, China. It was beautifully built by local artisans

; | following the traditional layout, materials, methods, and

ornamentation of houses in the region going back centuries. To

preserve this house, Dr. John Flower and Dr. Pamela Leonard

disassembled the house, transported all materials to the U.S., and rebuilt it in WV.

This event served as an educational opportunity for second-generation Chinese Americans to connect
with their heritage. Students gained valuable insights into the historical context of the house,
including its relocation from China. This event also provided a unique opportunity for participants to
explore the distinctive features of ancient Chinese architectural structures.

The intersection of volunteerism, cultural education, and community engagement marked this
occasion as a significant step in fostering a sense of responsibility and cultural awareness among the
young participants.

Financial Literacy Series

In 2023, CAPA-NoVA unveiled the Weekly Financial Literacy Series—a thoughtfully curated program
featuring a spectrum of seminars focused on financial planning and tax strategy. This series delves
into topics such as family tax, retirement planning, college education, and small business tax savings.

Our mission is to empower both the younger generation and adults with essential knowledge in
financial literacy, business acumen, and tax strategies. Through these seminars, participants gain
invaluable insights into navigating the complex terrain of personal and professional finances. CAPA-
NoVA is dedicated to creating a platform that fosters financial empowerment, nurturing a community
wéll versed in making informed financial decisions. e (=



. RECOGNITIONS

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Office of the Governor

Dear Members, Parents and Families,

On behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia, it is a pleasure to welcome
you to the Chinese-American Parents Association of Northern Virginia's annual
“Rising Visionaries” Youth Artists Awards

This ceremony is a wonderful opportunity to recognize the young artists
who have committed themselves to making meaningful contributions to society
through their artistic skills. Developed with Smart Art Studio, this event
represents the first step of an innovative year-long effort in which students will
both create art projects and work with the local community and various charities.

Artists, as you pursue your passions, develop your talent, and dedicate
yourself to service, you prepare yourselves to become future leaders. Commit
yourselves to excellence because the Commonwealth of Virginia needs your
unique contributions!

The First Lady and I send our best wishes for a successful and inspiring
evening. We look forward to hearing of all the ways these “rising visionaries” will
strengthen the Spirit of Virginia in the years to come.

Sincerely,




COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
P.O. BOX 2120
RICHMOND, VA 23218-2120

Lisa Coons, Ed.D

Superintendent of Public Instruction

Yuyan Zhou, President
Chinese-American Parents Association of Northern Virginia

Ms. Zhou:

The Virginia Department of Education recognizes the work that the Chinese-American
Parents Association of Northern Virginia (CAPA-NoVa) has undertaken to promote
inspiration and expression of citizenship through the arts by young Chinese-American
students. The effort to provide this year-long opportunity to Virginia students, in
collaboration with Smart Art Studio, is impressive!

We were honored to celebrate the students last year at Student Art Exhibition held at the
Chinese American Museum. The Department again wishes to commend the work of CAPA-
NoVA and Smart Art Studio to elevate the students art, and to acknowledge their
innovation in the development of products from their art to donate 100% of their profit to
charities, at the forthcoming "Rising Visionaries Annual Youth Artist Awards" ceremony at
the Kennedy Center on June 4, 2023.

To the students, we congratulate your commitment to expressing your artistic endeavors in
connection developing a heart for leadership and service. Using your passion for art in a
meaningful way that supports charity and serves others is an exemplary demonstration of
building yourselves as engaged citizens, lifting the importance of the arts, and contributing
positively to your communities in Virginia and beyond!

Sincerely,

H Digitally signed by Lisa C
Lisa COONS /o i tasss sior

Lisa Coons



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Office of the Attorney General

Jason S. Miyares
Attomey General

Dear SMART Education and Chinese American Parents Association of Northern Virginia,

It is with great joy I recognize The Young Artists' Award Ceremony. | am delighted this event

serves to inspire young individuals to contribute to society through art

Teaching children about the importance of being a contributing member of society is
imperative. This unique initiative not only promotes service to their community, but allows them to do
so in a way that speaks to them. As a father to three daughters, | appreciate the role art plays in their
lives. It allows them to express themselves and their thoughts on society. I find it touching that the

artists will have the opportunity to donate their artwork to support those in need.

Giving children a platform to showcase their talent and creativity is invaluable.
Although I am not in attendance, I am celebrating these young artists along with you all. It is truly an

honor to serve you as Attorney General of Virginia.

Sincerely,

Jason S. Miyares



We earned a seat at:
¥ VA Asian Advisory Board
% VA Department of Education Chronic Absenteeism Task Force

<% VA Department of Education HB938 Workgroup

We were invited to review and comment on the following standards prior to publication:
% VA Math Standards of Learning

¥ VA History and Social Science Standards of Learning

' /PATRON & DONORLIST

Business Donors:
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SMARTLIFE ‘KCSC ( Foundation |Ta|.k
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LEARNING CENTER

The Yu Family

CLIGHT LLC
Foundation
2023 Individual Donors:
Jenny Han James Deng Tony Yeh
George Yu Yu-Hsien Wu Zhihui Gao

Feng Lilly Cheng
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